Write Now!

Seizing the Moment

RMC-SCBWI Summer Retreat
with award-winning author Lesléa Newman

July 16-18, 2004
at the Franciscan Center in Colorado Springs, CO
Beginning at 4:30 p.m. Friday through Sunday around 1:30 p.m.
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Presented by the Rocky Mountain Chapter
of the Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI)

For more information visit www.rmcscbwi.org
Or contact
Christine Liu Perkins, Co-Regional Advisor chris@rmcscbwi.org
Denise Vega, Co-Regional Advisor denise @rmcscbwi.org

The Retreat

Due to an enthusiastic response to last year's retreat, Lesléa Newman returns to
provide more guidance and inspiration. She promises something for everyone—those
who were with her last summer, as well as those who will attend for the first time.




Over the course of the retreat weekend, Lesléa will lead us through simple, structured writing exercises
taken from her book Write From the Heart to help shape our characters—to discover our truth, their
truth, and how the two come together in story.

This retreat will balance lectures and readings with individual writing exercises. On Friday night we
will start with introductions and goal setting. On Saturday we will work on characters, either characters
from a work-in-progress or someone brand new, using small groups to help us focus and fine-tune the
work we've done individually. Participants are encouraged but not required to share what they've
written. After lunch on Saturday, there will be about an hour and a half break to use as you would
like—a walk, a nap, or fellowship with other writers.

On Saturday night, Lesléa will use her new novel Hachiko Waits to discuss research, voice, structure,
tension, and revision.

Sunday morning will be filled with more writing and exploration as we continue to delve more deeply
into our characters and stories. Plan to go away with a head and notebook full of ideas and the
enthusiasm to keep going once you are home!

Manuscript Critiques

Lesléa has graciously agreed to critique manuscripts at no additional charge, time permitting. If you
have a picture book manuscript or a first chapter from a novel you'd like her to review, bring it along.

An author of over 40 books, almost half of which are for children, Lesléa Newman is also happy to
answer your questions on writing, publishing, and living the life of a full- time

author.

We hope you will join us for an inspirational and creative weekend!

Please note that this schedule is subject to change.



Write From the Heart—the Book

We encourage you to read Lesléa's book, Write From theHeart:

Inspiration and Exercises for Women Who Want to Write
Press, 2003)
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It's available in most bookstores and online from Amazon.com and other vendors.
We will also have the book for sale at the retreat.

What to wear, what to bring:

e Dress casually and for comfort. There are nearby trails for walking and jogging, so bring
your exercise shoes. Consider a jacket or sweater for those cool Colorado evenings.

¢ Bring work in progress or ideas you want to share.

e  We will supply notebooks and pens, but if there is something special you prefer to write
with or on, please bring it along.

For online registration, go to www.rmcscbwi.org.

For more information on the Franciscan Center, see www.{ranciscanretreatcenter.org.

Still have questions? Contact:

Christine Liu Perkins, Co-Regional Advisor (303) 666-9530 chris @rmcscbwi.org
Denise Vega, Co-Regional Advisor (303) 639-5473 denise @rmcscbwi.org




About Lesléa Newman

Right after Lesléa graduated from high school, she
became a published author when several of her
poems appeared in Seventeen Magazine. Lesléa
graduated from the University of Vermont with a
B.S. in Education, then moved to Boulder, CO to
attend the Naropa Institute, where she received a
Certificate of Poetics and was Allen Ginsberg's
apprentice.

zanbzes Legy & 0j0yd

Currently a full-time author, Lesléa writes picture books, poems, short stories and novels. She
has published many books and won many awards, including the Association of Jewish Libraries
Notable Book for Young Readers 2002 for her picture book, Runaway Dreidel; the American
Booksellers Association Pick of the Lists, Picture Books, 2001 for Cats, Cats, Cats!; and the
Silver Award, the Parents' Choice Foundation for Fat Chance (1994).

Lesléa was the Director of Creative Writing at Mt. Holyoke College’s Summer Math Program
from 1986 to 1990 and continues to lead writers in her various workshops.

To learn more about Lesléa and her books for children, visit http://www.lesleakids.com. For
information on her books for adults, go to http://www.lesleanewman.com.
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Directions to the Franciscan Center

We will begin to gather informally around 4:30. Meet Lesléa, purchase her books and have
them signed, and greet old friends and make new ones. Dinner will be served at 6:00 and we
will begin our program around 7:30.

Feel free to bring snacks or drinks to share!
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