
by Laura Deal and Denise Vega
Even if you’re not an illustrator working with colored
pencils, or one of those famous writers who draft
their novels with Number 2 Ticonderogas, the Spring
Workshop on April 8, 2006, will help you sharpen
the tools of your trade. Speakers will cover topics
ranging from the creative process to writing a synopsis,
from developing great school visits to conducting
successful interviews. If the tool you use most is a
computer, you won’t want to miss the session on
website design. Whether you’re an illustrator, a
novelist, or a non-fiction writer, the spring workshop
will offer you new ideas to add to your toolkit, or
help you sharpen the ones that are already there.

To start the day, illustrator and author Dorothy
Donohue will offer a keynote session in which she’ll
share insights from her creative journey as she
branched out from illustrating to writing her own
picture books. In addition, she will provide two
break-out sessions. In the hands-on workshop,
“Creating Pictures with Paper,” participants will
explore creating delightful characters with cut
pape r  and  b ra ins to rm poss ib l e  s to r i e s .
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From The RA...
by Colin Murcray

Guts and Goals

In setting my writing goals for
2006, a voice kept telling me
“you’ll never do them.” I
know that voice too well. It’s
fear.  Fear is a constant
companion for most writers.
E. B. White, who lived most
of his life in fear, said he
“admired anybody who has
the guts to write anything at
all.” Yet, as writers, we do it anyway, and for that we
deserve credit, even if we don’t make our goal. If your
goal is to write five pages a day and you only manage
one, that’s progress, not failure. However, if you sit
down at the computer and say, “five pages is hopeless.
I’ll never do it,” and walk away, that’s failure.

So how do we avoid failure with our writing goals?
First, the goals we set for ourselves need to be reasonable;
something that will stretch us, but not break us.

Second, it helps to tell at least one person you trust
what your goals are, someone who will be supportive
and keep you on track.

Finally, if you backslide from your goal, recommit to
it and forget about your mistake.

My wish for all of us is that we make 2006 a year of
success, however we define it. Maybe you’ve thought
about joining a critique group. If so, make a goal to do
it this year. If you can’t find one, start your own. Attend
conferences. Get to know others who will support you
and help you find your courage.

Most importantly, write. Erica Jong, in her book Walking
on Alligators, wrote “everyone has talent. What is rare
is the courage to follow that talent to the dark place
where it leads.” For me, that’s what gives me courage.
I want to know what is in that dark place.

And why it’s hiding.

Colin Murcray is Co-Regional Advisor of the Rocky
Mountain Chapter. He is an acquisitions editor for a
technical publisher and writes for middle grade and
young adult readers.
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Interview with Dorothy Donohue, Author and Illustrator
e-mail interview by Lisa Lodholm Gilman

Dorothy Donohue was an art teacher before she began
illustrating and writing children's books. After working
at Hallmark Cards in Kansas City, she started to do
children's books. Donohue has published 16 picture
books. She lives in Boulder, Colorado with her husband
and four dogs. She is a volunteer at the Humane Society,
where she gets ideas for her stories and dogs.

What motivated you to switch from Hallmark Cards to
children’s books?

I had wanted to create children’s books for years before
I was actually able to do it. I worked at Hallmark to get
experience in the field of commercial art. It was one of
the best experiences of my life. But there came a time
that you either stayed and made it your career or you
cut the rope and tried to follow your dreams.

When was your first book published?

1990

What’s your favorite book that you’ve illustrated?

It’s always the last book I did, which is “Ten Gallon Bart.” This book is especially important to me because
it  was inspired by my dog, Bart,  who passed away while I  was working on the book.

Of what accomplishment in your children’s book career are you most proud?

Getting published, which took me 10 years to have happen. As Winston Churchill said, “Never give up, never
give up, never give up.”

What is your “holy grail,” the coveted goal for which you continue to strive?

For years it was the Caldecott. Now it is to have integrity and fulfillment and artistic growth in each new
work I pursue.

What’s the best advice you ever received? (On illustrating, your career, children’s books, etc.)

I don’t know if this is the best advice but it comes to mind. On one of my several trips to New York trying
to get published, an editor said to me to write and draw from things that children see and do in a day. Put
myself  in the body and mind of a child.  Another way to put  that  is  keep i t  s imple.

Who are your role models?

My parents, my dogs and my children.

What has most influenced your illustrating style?

Henri Matisse has definitely influenced my love of working in paper. Every time I am in a dry phase of
creating, all I need to do is look at his work and I am recharged.

© Danlyn Iantorno
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Resources on the Web - Helpful Sites for Authors and Illustrators
Authors Share Their Book Marketing Expertise with Web Visitors – For Free 

The book industry reports that 78 percent of the titles published come from small or self-publishers.
With combined annual revenues of less than $50 million, these publishers have limited publicity
budgets and their authors are expected to do their own promotion. Where can they turn and learn?

Now authors with books to promote may ask questions of nearly 150 author experts whose specialties
run the gamut from romance to foot surgery. Assembled from “Book Promotion Newsletter”
subscribers, the experts include authors, editors, book reviewers, book coaches, ghostwriters,
publicists, and publishers.

Access the “Ask the Experts” link at www.maureenmcmahon.com. Once at the Expert Site, visitors
may ask a book marketing question of any of the experts and will receive a response via e-mail.
This free service is coordinated by romantic suspense author Maureen McMahon and
Francine Silverman, author of Book Marketing from A-Z (Infinity Publishing 2005)
(www.bookpromotionnewsletter.com).

Lemon Drops Press also posts a bulletin board in which visitors may ask book marketing questions:
lemondropspress.com/phpBB2. Visitors can post questions by clicking on "Marketing with Fran" in
the community forum and then on "new topic." Responses are posted for all to see on the forum.

What do you try to accomplish with your children’s books?

I try to create something new and fun to work on. Hopefully that children, parents, and teachers will enjoy
and discover new delights each time they read it. First I have to have fun. Next it’s important to make sure
what I am creating is fun for my audience, children. Lastly I want to create something that is new for me
and hopefully my viewers.

How many books do you see yourself producing in your career?

I take a day at a time. I don’t think it’s the quantity. It’s more about producing something you can be proud
of and feel is going to be appreciated by children and adults hopefully for many years.

To what do you attribute your success?

I have always been passionate about what I am working on. I sink my heart and soul into what I am doing.

What advice do you have for writers and illustrators trying to get published or achieve greater success?

Always write and illustrate from your heart, not from what you think might sell or what someone else has
told you might sell. That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take advice and suggestions, but then go back to
yourself. And keep working.

Anything else you’d like to add about yourself, your children’s books, etc.?

When I feel so sick and tired of the business of children’s books or trying to create a new idea or finish a
story, I take a break. Some times it’s an hour, sometimes a day, sometimes a week, but I always seem to
come back to it like a bad boyfriend. I can’t always live with it but I can’t live without it.

(Donohue Interview, continued from Page 3)
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If you know of a site that would be of interest to Kite Tales readers, please send a
blurb to our Kite tales editor, kteditor@rmcscbwi.org. No personal web pages, please.
If you are a member of SCBWI and reside in the Rocky Mountain Region, you can
have your personal site listed on the RMC-SCBWI website. Please visit the Our
Members page at www.rmcscbwi.org and follow the instructions there.



The Nine Most Unnecessary Words
by Denise Vega

You can shorten--and improve--your manuscripts without sacrificing style or content by searching out these
nine often unnecessary words and rewriting the sentences they appear in. Use your instinct and good judgment
--you may decide the original sentence works better than an alternate.

1. Is (and the rest of the to be family: am, are, was, were, will be, have, has,
had been, will have been, and be)--Depending on context and the point I’m
making, is may be the preferred verb. But rewriting usually shortens and enlivens
the sentence. See the change in this example:

Smith will be tried in court today.
Smith's trial begins today.

2. There--Nearly every time you see there, a to be verb follows. Get rid of both
and add a more evocative verb.

There is something strange around here.
Something strange lurks here.

3. To--Though not always unnecessary, if sometimes adds baggage.
She is starting to get sick.
She started feeling sick.

Even better: Her stomach turned.
4. And--Use care in deleting this word, as the meaning of the sentence can
change dramatically with each adjustment. Consider the alternatives, then decide
what you mean to say. Don't sacrifice mood or effect for the sake of losing a
word or two.

She looked at me and laughed.
She looked at me, laughing.

She laughed at me.
She laughed.

5. By--The example, which I found as I edited this manuscript, makes the point:
It will be followed by a "to be" verb.

A "to be" verb follows.
6. His and similar possessives

He turned to her, his eyes glowing.
He turned to her, eyes glowing.

He turned, eyes glowing.
7. That

I knew that she lived downtown.
I knew she lived downtown.

8.  The--You'll need it most times, but make sure.
The windows slammed shut behind me.

Windows slammed shut behind me.
9. Of

Members of the group could not be reached for comment.
Group members could not be reached for comment.

No members would comment.

You'll find wasted words beyond these nine lurking in most manuscripts. Unnecessary adverbs and adjectives
are among the most common.

(This article first appeared on the Tip Sheet in the April, 1991
issue of Writer's Digest. Reprinted by permission of the author.)

© Danlyn Iantorno
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Writer’s Profile: Jené Jackson Hanna

In this column, we continue to follow the progress of Jené Jackson Hanna
in her quest to get published as a children’s book writer. She is a
passionate, energetic individual with a creative well of ideas coupled
with a great range of interests. Most notably, as of this writing, Jackson
Hanna is pregnant and expecting in less than two weeks. Even so, her
commitment to writing remains strong, though she might take more naps
in between. Read on to learn what she reports since the last newsletter.

Children’s Writing

This month (January), I submitted picture book manuscripts--exclusive
submissions--to all three editors who were at the SCBWI Fall Conference. I submitted--and received a
rejection from--an internet kid's site for a very short story. And for the year, I'm working on adapting my
fairy story into a screenplay, first drafts of four nonfiction picture books, and a middle grade novel.

Blogging

I started a blog…well okay, five this year, but let’s just count the one that’s still going. I’m a horrible
journaler. I told a friend this the other day, and she asked, “Then what is your notebook full of?” “Ideas,
fragments of writing in progress, sometimes thoughts, but rarely stuff like in a journal.” She said it was no
wonder I always had so many projects going on.

However, this year, I decided that journaling is not difficult, that it’s ridiculous for me to think so, and that
I’d actually keep a blog going. It’s not completely personal, like a secret diary, but it’s thoughts I get about
l ife,  photos I  take,  l inks I  l ike,  etc. ,  just  to get  into the habit  of  writ ing regularly.

One piece of advice: If you have any “discipline” baggage, if the very word turns joy to pain, avoid it like
the plague with blogs. I came up with a great blog idea that I thought would discipline me to read all the
books on my shelf that I haven’t yet finished and to write a more column-style blog, thus creating a platform
for my writing career. And I flopped. It became a chore instead of a joy. I hated doing it and never did. So
this latest blog is open-ended and fluid, with no purpose other than being my presence on the web. So if
discipline works for you, fine, structure yours. Otherwise, just write! (Visit her blog at
wanderwanderwander.blogspot.com.)

Banner Year

I made my critique group goals this year! It seemed like a minor
miracle, but it included a self-administered dope slap. My page
number goal was an open count, simply pages, not on any specific
project. I just wanted to write, to open up some closed parts of
my mind and life onto the page. Though I was determined to
meet it, I had not calculated how many pages I'd written this
year by three days before the deadline. Can we all say
“procrastinator?”

I am a true procrastinator, but I’ve learned how to use it--for
the most part--constructively. For example, I try to do things

that need immediate attention right at that moment, not worrying any more about how I have time for it, just
doing it. I don't always succeed, but I try.

This time, though, good grief!, I should have counted how much I'd written weeks ago! I was over my page
count! When I thought I had at least half left to do in three days! I hadn’t thought of the pages of ideas in
my notebook, the newsletters written for my husband’s business, or work on plotting and characterization.
That’s all “writing” and it’s all crucial to well-done, finished work. So, lesson learned.

Jené Jackson Hanna

(see related Sidebar, next page)

© Danlyn Iantorno
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Tip of the Newsletter – The Value and Workings
of a Critique Group

I belong to a wonderful, brutally honest critique group. We
meet twice a month, once online and once in person at the
library. We bring one copy of whatever we want critiqued.
Then we all take different colored pens, pull something
from the pile and start reading and commenting on the
manuscript. This method is great because the author can
take or leave someone’s comments without tension, the
critique comes through our roles as readers, not listeners,
and it even saves paper! I love getting home and going over
all they’ve said.

Another method of the group: We make yearly goals, re-
evaluating them mid-year, and we pay dues into a piggy
bank at the beginning of the year. Those who reach their
goals by the end-of-the-year party get to split the pot! Thus,
we pay ourselves to accomplish what we want. And, for
example, if only four of our 10 make our goals, then they
more than double their money. We also make concrete
goals, like “submit five times this year” instead of things
we can’t control, like “publish my book this year.”

Our Featured Illustrator

A Colorado native, Danlyn Iantorno graduated

from the Art Institute of Colorado where she

received a degree with honors. After a 25-year

career in graphics, she has returned to her first

love--writing and illustration. The artist is fulfilling

a long-standing dream and currently working on

her first picture book for Pelican Publishing. In

addition to art, Iantorno enjoys live theater,

Japanese language study, movies, family, and

friends. She currently resides in Northglenn,

Colorado, with her two children, a canine office

assistant, two grown stepsons, and husband Lou.

To view more of Iantorno’s work, please visit

www.Danlyn.info.

Danlyn Iantorno

© Danlyn Iantorno
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Illustrators Charge into Action!
by Danlyn Iantorno

The illustration community is taking on new energy,
with activit ies designed to encourage active
participation through education and support. November
2005 was a busy month featuring workshops and our
first Art Open Invite schmooze. Thanks to our new
illustrator coordinator, Roberta Collier-Morales, we
are off and running!

The November day dawned with a picture-perfect
Colorado morning in Boulder – a wonderful welcome
for Christine Ilewinski from Liquitex. Her workshop
at the Colorado Art Academy was presented to a full
house of artists from around the region. Ilewinski
offered solutions in acrylic for virtually any art
application. The water-based paint company has burst
forth in recent years, with innovations in pigments
and mediums. Gone are the days of just using water to achieve your desired results. Ilewinski allowed
participants to touch, feel, and experiment with a large variety of Liquitex products. All participants were
treated to a gift bag of full-size samples. Not bad for a free workshop!

The following Saturday was packed with expert information from the “guru of licensing,” Cheryl Phelps.
Peppered with humor and offering complete take-home materials, this intense workshop provided all the
nuts and bolts a serious artist needs to license their artwork. Participating artists from SCBWI and Colorado
Alliance of Illustrators (CAI) joined forces in a show-n-tell of portfolios and networking. Hostess Shelly
Goddard offered her beautiful studio for the occasion. If you missed this one, you missed a lot! For more
information on licensing workshops with NY-based Cheryl Phelps, visit www.cherylphelps.com.

Danlyn Iantorno also played host to the SCBWI inaugural Art Open Invite in November. Each participant
was required to wear a silly accessory to gain entrance. The winner? Christian, the son of Roberta Collier-
Morales, who arrived with a giant red dragon draped casually across his shoulders. The crowd exchanged
samples, stories, tips, and techniques while enjoying delicious snacks and chili. The Art Open Invite in
January featured SCBWI artists in a community mug-making project. Artists added to the creativity of
each other’s mugs, which were fired to a beautiful finish by Shelley Goddard. Art Open Invites will be
held around the city about every six weeks. Join us to fill your creative well.

Negotiations are underway for an unprecedented illustrator event! On Friday, April 7, a double-decker bus
will chauffer participants on a tour of the First Friday art district. Refreshments will be served en-route
and the evening will culminate with a juried show of SCBWI work at Reed Gallery. Reed Photo will also
be presenting a tour of their facility. Look for further details early this spring.

Events are taking place all over the metro region, so join the flurry of artists and boost your career! If
you missed out or would like to recommend an event, contact Assistant Illustrator Coordinator
Danlyn Iantorno at askme@danlyn.info.

© Danlyn Iantorno
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Donohue will also offer a session on school visits for illustrators who want to learn how to tap into the
fun and extra income school visits can provide.

Winner of the Edgar Allan Poe award, author Alane Ferguson will share her expertise in writing mysteries
in the session, “Murder for Hire: How to Write and Publish a Mystery.” She’ll take us through, step-by-
step, the elements of research, plotting, and voice. In addition, she’ll show us how to hook the reader with
irresistible openings in her session “In the Beginning: The Genesis of a Successful Start.”

If you’re writing fantasy, you not only need a plot, you need to create an entire world. Hilari Bell, whose
six published books show her world-building prowess, will offer a fun workshop in which participants
will create a culture that is practically guaranteed to take on a life of its own. She’ll show how your setting,
your characters, and your plot must all work together to create a believable fantastic world. In another
session, “The Dreaded Short Synopsis,” Bell will lead us through the process of writing a summary that
will catch the eye of an editor or contest judge and help your novel, whether it’s fantasy, mystery, historical,
or mainstream, get the reading it deserves.

Claudia Cangilla McAdam brings nearly three decades of experience to her sessions. In “Who You Know,
What You Know, Where You Go,” she will share her strategies for generating ideas for books and articles.
You’ll be surprised at just how easy it can be to find your next idea. And if that idea involves interviewing
a celebrity, expert, or your next-door-neighbor, you won’t want to miss McAdam’s session, “Popping the

Questions: How to Get, Conduct, and Use an Interview.”

Authors and illustrators know that unless your books are
bestsellers, your publisher does not provide much in the
way of marketing you or your books. Whether you are a
published author or illustrator, or have your first book
coming out, the Spring Workshop has sessions to sharpen
those marketing tools you'll need to get your book noticed.

Author and computer guru Olgy Gary will lead participants
through designing and creating an effective website and/or
blog during "Websites, Blogs, and Platform Building." It
will cover the essentials to the cost-effective launch and
maintenance of a strong site that will help authors and
illustrators get the word out and provide access to
information about their books, school visits, and services.

In addition to building and maintaining a website, there
are many other strategies for promoting yourself and your
books. Author and marketing professional, Lisa Lodholm
Gilman, will help you develop your own promotion
strategies and provide tips for marketing yourself and your
work in her session, "Guerilla Marketing for the Creative
Person."

Another way to get the word out about your books and also
to supplement your income is author visits to schools. Author
and school visit expert extraordinaire, Becky Clark© Danlyn Iantorno

Page 9 (continued, Page 12)
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Chapter News
Events - Upcoming Events Calendar

RMC-SCBWI Spring Workshop
April 8, 2006
The Green Center, Colorado School of Mines, Golden, CO

Do you wish you knew better how to write a synopsis, create suspense, self-promote and do PR,
conduct an interview, do school visits, or build a website? Then Spring Workshop has much to offer
you. On April 8, join us to sharpen skills in your creative toolbox. A talented array of speakers will
share their tips for success in children's publishing, including Alane Ferguson, Hilari Bell, Claudia
McAdam, Olgy Gary, Becky Clark Cornwell, Lisa Lodholm Gilman, and children's bookseller, Shirley
Sternola. Prolific and multi-talented author/illustrator, Dorothy Donahue, will give the keynote address
and provide insights into art techniques, as well as discuss school visits for illustrators.

2006 Summer Retreat
June 23-25
Franciscan Retreat Center, Colorado Springs, CO

Join award-winning author Randy Powell, author of Three Clams and an Oyster, Is Kissing A Girl
Who Smokes Like Licking An Ashtray?, Tribute to Another Dead Rock Star, and other novels, as
he  he lps  par t i c ipan ts  de lve  more  deep ly  in to  the i r  own works - in -p rogress .

SCBWI 35th Annual Conference
August 4-7, 2006
Century Plaza Hotel and Spa, Los Angeles, CA

Check the website, and members, look for your brochure in the mail. www.scbwi.org.

2006 RMC-SCBWI Fall Conference
September 23-24
Colorado School of Mines and the Golden Hotel, Golden, CO

Check the website for details as they become available.
www.rmcscbwi.org.

Events - Mini-Events!

Wyoming Mini-Workshop
May 20, 2006

Cheyenne, Wyoming

"Who’s Doing What?
Developing Character and Plot in Your Writing"

Join prolific and best-selling author, Debbie Dadey, and
RMC-SCBWI Co-Regional Advisor and author, Denise
Vega, in a half-day workshop designed to get you thinking
about plot and character in your own stories. In addition,
Vega will present a session on "Children's Publishing
101" for those new to the field of children's publishing. © Danlyn Iantorno
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RMC-SCBWI listserv

Don't miss out! Join the RMC-SCBWI listserv today! It's the fastest way to learn about upcoming
events. It's not a chat listserv, but rather a way to receive occasional late-breaking news and
happenings of interest. To sign up, write to Lisa Roberts at listserve@rmcscbwi.org.

Critique Groups

If you'd like to join a critique group, start a new group, or add new members to your existing
group, visit our critique group pages at www.rmcscbwi.org. Our new Critique Group Coordinator,
Paula Obering, will help you find other children's writers or illustrators in your area, or even
start  an onl ine cr i t ique group. You can reach her at pobering@yahoo.com .

List Your Website!

We are having more and more schools contact us for authors and illustrators. If you are a
member of RMC-SCBWI and would like to add your URL to our chapter website, send your
name, title (author, illustrator, or author/illustrator) and URL to: pobering@yahoo.com.

Author Critique Services

RMC-SCBWI will soon post a web page listing members who offer critique services for a fee.
Check the Community page on the website for more information. www.rmcscbwi.org.

Mini-Workshops In the Making

Travel challenges cause you to miss the Fall Conference? Tied up the weekend of the Spring
Workshop? Consider bringing events to your area!

•  Hold or organize a mini-workshop or schmooze
•  The place could be your home, a local library or bookstore, or a restaurant for lunch.
•  The event could be something as simple as a schmooze in your home where writers
and illustrators could come together to talk and network or….

… it could be a 1-2 hour presentation with a speaker who gives a talk on a specific topic or…
… perhaps an inspirational talk during a lunch gathering of writers and/or illustrators.

For example, if you saw a session you weren't able to attend at a recent RMC-SCBWI event, we
can try to arrange to repeat it in your area if there is enough interest.

• No need to commit on an ongoing basis! One event is fine. We just need folks familiar
with their area to book facilities if necessary and work with us to select speakers if you
would like to have one.

Depending on particulars of an event, there may be a small fee to cover costs. Hosts of events
would attend the event at no charge.

If you’re interested in playing host in your area or would like more information, please contact a
Co-Regional Advisor: Denise Vega, denise@rmcscbwi.org, or Colin Murcray, colin@rmcscbwi.org.
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Chapter Changes

As 2005 comes to a close, we say thank you and goodbye to wonderful
Co-RA, Christine Liu Perkins, whose vision and dedication helped bring our
chapter to a new level. We will miss Chris's incredible eagle eye on newsletters
and brochure copy, her creative ideas for themes and speakers, and her leadership.
Fortunately she will stay on as a member of the steering committee so we haven't
lost her completely. We wish her luck as she focuses more on her writing.

And as 2006 arrives, we welcome new Co-RA Colin Murcray. His first novel
attempt at age 14 was titled The Mystery of Deer Creek Canyon. Unlike
Christopher Paolini, this book never saw publication, for which he is eternally
grateful. Since then, he graduated from Utah State University with a Master’s in English, and is
currently an acquisitions editor for a technical book publisher. About five years ago he realized
the only books he enjoyed reading were for kids, and has since focused on writing for middle
grade and young adult readers. His first contact with SCBWI came when he attended the fall
2002 conference in Golden, and he was so impressed with both the staff and attendees he made
it a goal to get involved. Three years later, he is more involved than he ever thought he would
be as Co-Regional Advisor. Colin lives in Littleton, Colorado, with his wife Rebekah, and his 18-
month-old daughter, Abby. Colin has jumped in with both feet, helping to pull together this issue
of Kite Tales and helping plan the summer retreat and Fall Conference.

We look forward to lots of fun and inspiration for the Rocky Mountain Chapter of SCBWI in 2006.

Christine Liu Perkins

Cornwell, will provide tips and information on putting
together a school visit presentation that reflects your
personality and strengths. Check it out in her session,
“Please Don’t Leave Me Alone With a Gym Full of
Kids!--The How and Yikes of School Visits.”

One of the most exciting things about having a book
published is seeing in on the bookstore shelves. How
do booksellers decide what books they buy and how
they are displayed? What is the state of children's
publishing? In her session, "Is My Book Fact Out?
Children's Bookselling 101," Shirley Sternola, owner
of the children's bookstore, Bo Peep Books, will
answer these questions and more.

From writing techniques to promotion, the Spring
Workshop has something for authors and illustrators
no matter where they are in their career. Join us as
we sharpen our tools, expand our knowledge, and gain
inspiration for our creative journeys.

Submissions to Kite Tales
I f  you are in terested in
covering the next conference
or in writing an article, please
write to Lisa Lodholm Gilman,
KTed i to r@rmcscbw i .o rg .

© Danlyn Iantorno
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Announcements
Contests

Ursula Nordstrom Fiction Contest
Open to U.S. writers over the age of 21 who have not been previously published. One winner will
receive a book contract for a hardcover edition, a $7,500 advance, and a $1,500 cash award.
Dates for submission for the 2006 competition will be posted as soon as they are announced.
http://www.harperchildrens.com/writingcontest/

2006 Highlights Fiction Contest
FICTION CONTEST

Highlights for Children
803 Church Street

Honesdale, PA 18431
Prize: Three prizes of $1,000 each
Topic: "Stories that explore the true spirit of holiday celebrations"
Deadline: All entries must be postmarked between January 1 and February 28, 2006.
Criteria: Stories may be any length up to 800 words. Stories for beginning readers should

not exceed 500 words. Indicate the word count in the upper right-hand corner
of the first page of your manuscript. No crime, violence, or derogatory humor.

More information at http://www.highlights.com/custserv/customerservicemain.jsp. Click on About
Us, then Contributor Guidelines under Topics.

SCBWI Work-in-Progress Grants
SCBWI

8271 Beverly Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-1010
Grants available: General Work-In-Progress Grant; Grant for a Contemporary Novel for Young

People; Nonfiction Research Grant; and Grant for a work whose author has
never had a book published. Open to full and associate members of SCBWI.

Deadline: Postmarked between February 1 and March 1.
Grants: $1,500 each for grant winners.

$500  fo r  runners -up .  Others  may  rece ive  a  Le t te r  o f  Mer i t .
Rules and details: http://www.scbwi.org/awards.htm

Paul Zindel First Novel Award (Formerly Hyperion New Voices, New Worlds Award)
Paul Zindel First Novel Award
Hyperion Books for Children

PO Box 6000
Manhasset, NY 11030-6000

Open to writers who have not previously published a novel. Manuscript of contemporary or
historical fiction set in the United States that “reflects the diverse ethnic and cultural heritage of
our country.”
Deadline: April 30, 2006
Prize: $1,500 cash prize and a book contract on the publisher's standard form, with

an advance against royalties of $7,500.
Rules and details: http://www.hyperionbooksforchildren.com/contest_rules.doc
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Fifteenth Annual Delacorte Dell Yearling Contest for a First Middle-Grade Novel
(formerly Marguerite de Angeli Prize)

Delacorte Yearling Contest
Random House, Inc.

1745 Broadway, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10019

Open to US and Canadian writers who have not previously published a novel for middle-grade
readers for "contemporary or historical fiction set in North America,” for readers age 9–12.

Prize: $1,500 in  cash and a $7,500 advance against  roya l t ies .
Deadline: postmarked between April 1 and June 30, 2006.
More information at: http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/writingcontests/#middlegrade
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Elizabeth Glann’s short story, "Confessions of
a Compass Klutz," was published in the pilot
issue of Kidtime Magazine in July 2005. Also,
two of her poems appeared in the July 2005 and
Dec./Jan. 2005 issues of Wild Animal Baby.

Another workbook Gary Raham wrote for Carson-
Dellosa was just released: Science Tutor: Life
Science.

Three of Phyllis J. Perry's books for children
were released in fall 2005. In October, her first
book of poetry was published, Sounds Around
Us: Poems to Tickle Kids' Ears (Infinity Press).
It contains 30 poems and illustrations and is
organized into five sections: sounds around
home, around town, around nature, around

w e a t h e r ,  a n d  a r o u n d  s e a s o n s  a n d
celebrations. The full-page illustrations were
done by English artist, Mary Kendall. In
November, Marshall Canvendish released Perry's
nonfiction book, Buffalo. Also in November, her
long awaited book, A Kid’s Look at Colorado,
was released by Fulcrum Publishing. Over 200
pages in length, this book contains more than
100 new photographs as well as selected historic
pictures.

Awesome Ospreys, Fishing Birds of the World
(Mountain Press Publishing), illustrated by Joyce
Mihran Turley, was released January 2006. It
is her second book in a natural science series
for children.

Flying High

Recent Sale in
Children’s Publishing?

Flying High provides a showcase for
SCBWI member achievements in writing
and illustrating for children. Please mention
any awards, publications, or sales in
children's literature you've made since the
last issue. Include publisher's name, date
of publication, and the type of work (short
story, nonfiction, article, novel, etc.). You
can also include a one-line description of
the piece. Send it to Lisa Lodholm Gilman,
KTeditor@rmcscbwi.org, in the body of an
e-mail with this subject line: Flying High.
Submission deadline: April 9, 2006
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